
1. (Currently Amended) A device for clamping and ablating 
cardiac tissue comprising: 



a first handle member; 
a second handle member; 

first and second meeting opposed jaw members associated with 
the first and second handle members, respectively, the jaw 
members being movable by the handle members between a first open 
position and a second clamped position in which they are 
substantially parallel ; 

a first elongated electrical conductive member carried by 
the first jaw member; 

a second elongat e d electrical conductive member carried by 
the second jaw member; 

each jaw at least one iaw including a first portion 
extending in one direction relative to the handle and a second 
portion extending in a different direction, — the elongated 
conductive member of each jaw extending continuously along at 
least one of the jaw portions surface for enaaaina tissue clamped 
between the jaws, the surface comprising insulative material, an 
aperture extending through the insulative material and the 
respective conductive member of such iaw being carried in the iaw 
and conductive of electrical energy through the aperture to 
tissue clamped between the iaws . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 wherein at 



least one of the conductive members is electrodes are between 
approximately 3 to 8 cm when in length and approximately 0.12 to 
0 . 6 mm in width. 

3. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 wherein at 
least one of the electrodes conductive members comprises, gold- 
plated copper. 



4. (Currently Amended) A tissue grasping apparatus 



• « 




mprising : 

first and second grasping jaws, the grasping jaws being 



y moveable between open and closed positionsT — the jaws 
being subst^itially parallel in the closed position ; each jaw 
including an elto g ated electrode and a curved clamping surface in 
face - to - face opposebk relation with the electrode and curved 
clamping surface of thex^ther jaw, the e lon g ated electrode of 
e ach at least one jaw definrag an inner lumen extending 




continuously along the jaw and be<ng curved to generally the same 



curvatur e as the clamping 



curved clamping surfaces 



of the jaws comprising an insulating materi^ and the opposed 
face - to - face electrodes being connectible to a power source for 



providing an electrical current through tissue 
the electrodes. 



between 
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5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein 



the parallel grasping jaws 



at least one of the 



electrodes is between approximately 3 to 8 cm in length and 
approximately 0 . 12 to 0 . 6 mm in width. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein 
at least one of the electrodes comprises, gold-plated copper. 

7. (Cancelled) 



8. 



(Cancelled) 



(Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim ir 4. in 
j aw includes a surface for engaging tissue clamped 
the jaws y the clamping facing surfaces- of the respective 
at least oxie jaw^- each comprisin g comprises insulative material^ 
a slot an apesrture extending through the insulative material 
along the jaw anH. the respective conductive member electrode of 
each such jaw being s;arried in the jaw and conductive of 
electrical energy through^ the slot aperture to tissue clamped 
between the jaws. 



10. (Currently Amended) 



^ apparatus of claim 9 in which 



the aperture comprises a slot extenaina along at least a portion 
of such jaw and the electrode conduct ive\jnember of each such jaw 
extends through the slot of such jaw. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim i 4. in 
which at least one of the conductive members electrodes defines a 
generally annular cross-sectional shape. 

14. (New) The device of claim 1 in which at least one of 
the 

conductive members defines an inner lumen. 

15. (New) The device of claim 1 in which at least one of 
the 

conductive members defines a generally annular cross-sectional 
J shape. 

16. (New) The device of claim 1 in which the aperture 
comprises a slot extending along at least a portion of the jaw. 

17. (New) The device of claim 1 in which the other jaw 
includes a surface for engaging tissue clamped between the jaws, 
the surface comprising insulative material, an aperture extending 
through the insulative material and the respective conductive 
member of such other jaw being carried in the jaw and conductive 
of electrical energy through the aperture to tissue clamped 
between the jaws. 

18. (New) The device of claim 17 in which the aperture in 
each jaw comprises a slot extending along at least a portion of 
the jaw and the conductive member in each jaw is elongated. 

19. (New) The device of claim 18 wherein the conductive 
member of each jaw extends through the respective slot of such 
jaw. 
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20. (New) The apparatus of claim 4 in which an electrode 
of each jaw defines an inner lumen. 

21, (New) Tissue ablation apparatus comprising: first and 
se^nd jaws, the jaws being relatively movable between an open 
posit\pn for receiving tissue therebetween and a closed position 
for comp^ssively engaging against tissue received therebetween, 
each jaw inoluding a tissue engaging surface, an elongated 
aperture in thev tissue engaging surface and an elongated 
electrically conducive member carried by the jaw and conductive 
of electrical energy ti^ough the aperture to tissue engaged 
between the jaws, the elongated conductive member of each jaw 
defining an inner lumen. 
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